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UM LAW STUDENTS MAKE THEIR WAY TO NATIONAL COMPETITION
MISSOULA The University of Montana School of Law may be one of the smallest law schools in the
nation, but its students are winning hands-down in some of the nation’s biggest competitions.
UM Silver student trial team swept the region and is headed to Denver for national
competition March 21-23. The team won all of its rounds with unanimous rulings during regional
competition in Salt Lake City last month. UM ’s Maroon Team finished third at national
competition last year, but this year fell out of the regional competition in the semifinal round.
The case the students are trying involves a charge of a hospital negligently hiring a
psychiatric technician who allegedly raped a patient in a mental ward. The teams alternate arguing
both sides of the case throughout the competition.
To add to the excitement of regional competition, the two UM teams were tied for second
seed at the end of the preliminary rounds. The Maroon Team lost out to University of CalifomiaBerkeley’s Bolt Hall team, but the members then shifted their focus to helping the Silver Team,
which vindicated UM by defeating the same Bolt Hall team in the final round.
Lawyers on the Silver Team are second-year law students Patrick Duffy of Missoula and
Ashley Harrington of Bozeman. The Silver Team witnesses are first-year students Jolyn Eggart
from Lewistown and Tim Peck of Bigfork.
Duffy and Harrington served as witnesses for last year’s Silver Team, which lost to Golden
Gate Law School from San Francisco by one vote in the regional final round. This year the pair
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took revenge, beating Golden Gate out of the semifinals with a 3-0 vote from the judges.
Lawyers on the Maroon Team are third-year law students John Jensen of Sidney and
Michael Siravo of Warwick. R.I. The Maroon Team witnesses are second-year law student
Claudia Denker and first-year law student Katie DeSoto, both of M issoula.
UM law school trial teams won regional competitions in 1990, 1992, 1993 and 1996,
continuing to national competition each of those years. Montana brought home the national title in
1992, placed second in 1990, third in 1996 and fifth in 1993.
In other regional law school competitijon, two first-year students recently won second place
at the Region 12 Client Counseling Competition in Eugene, Ore. Alina Alvarez of H elena and Tim
Dick of Butte faced-off against eight teams, primarily made up of third-year students, from
Oregon and Washington and the Canadian provinces of British Columbia and Alberta.
In Client Counseling Competition, students interview a person playing the role o f a client
and then explain how they would proceed with the hypothetical case. The competition helps
students develop interviewing, planning and analytical skills used in the lawyer-client relationship
in the law office.
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Contact: Cynthia Ford, trial team coach and UM associate professor, 243-4267.
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